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Abstract: Cybercrime has become one of the most serious threats in the digital age, especially among
young people who are the most active users of information technologies. This article examines the nature of
cybercrime, its main forms, causes, and negative consequences for youth and society. Special attention is paid
to the role of young people in preventing cybercrime through digital literacy, legal awareness, ethical
behavior, and social responsibility. The article emphasizes that young people are not only potential victims of
cybercrime but also key actors in combating it. Strengthening cooperation between educational institutions,
families, and state authorities is essential for building a safe digital environment.

INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of information and communication technologies has
fundamentally changed modern society. The internet has become an essential part of
everyday life, particularly for young people. Social networks, online education, digital
banking, and electronic services provide numerous opportunities, but at the same time,
they create new risks. One of the most dangerous challenges of the digital era is cybercrime.

Cybercrime refers to criminal activities carried out using computers, digital devices, or
the internet. Young people are often the primary targets of cybercriminals due to their
active online presence and sometimes insufficient legal and digital awareness. Therefore,
addressing cybercrime among youth is not only a legal issue but also a social and
educational responsibility.

The slogan “We, youth, are against cybercrime” reflects the growing understanding
that young people must take an active role in protecting themselves and society from digital
threats.

The concept and types of cybercrime

Cybercrime includes a wide range of illegal activities committed in cyberspace. The
most common forms of cybercrime affecting young people include online fraud, identity
theft, hacking, cyberbullying, dissemination of false information, and illegal access to
personal data.

Online fraud often involves fake websites, phishing emails, or fraudulent messages on
social media platforms. Many young people become victims because they trust online
sources without verification. Identity theft occurs when personal information such as
passwords, bank details, or identification data is stolen and misused.

Cyberbullying is another serious form of cybercrime that primarily affects youth.
Harassment, threats, and humiliation through digital platforms can cause severe
psychological harm and, in some cases, lead to tragic consequences.

Understanding the nature and types of cybercrime is the first step toward effective
prevention.

Causes of cybercrime among youth
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Several factors contribute to the spread of cybercrime among young people. One of the
main reasons is the lack of digital and legal literacy. Many young users are unaware of the
legal consequences of their online actions or the risks associated with sharing personal
information.

Another important factor is the influence of social media and online communities.
Harmful content, illegal online challenges, and negative role models can encourage risky or
criminal behavior. In some cases, young people engage in cybercrime not out of malicious
intent but curiosity, peer pressure, or the desire for quick financial gain.

Unemployment and excessive free time also play a role. Without meaningful
activities, some young people may turn to illegal online activities, believing that cybercrime
is less risky than traditional crime.

Negative consequences of cybercrime

The consequences of cybercrime are serious and long-lasting. For individuals,
cybercrime can result in financial loss, damaged reputation, psychological trauma, and legal
responsibility. Young people involved in cybercrime may face criminal charges that
negatively affect their education and future career opportunities.

At the societal level, cybercrime undermines trust in digital systems and slows down
technological development. It creates insecurity in online communication and electronic
services, which are essential for modern economies.

Moreover, cybercrime threatens national security by targeting critical infrastructure,
government databases, and information systems. This makes the fight against cybercrime a
priority for both national and international communities.

The role of youth in combating cybercrime

Young people play a crucial role in preventing and combating cybercrime. First, they
must develop strong digital literacy skills, including the ability to recognize online threats,
protect personal data, and use technology responsibly.

Second, legal awareness is essential. Young people should understand that actions
committed online have real legal consequences. Educational institutions should integrate
cybersecurity and digital law topics into their curricula.

Third, ethical behavior in cyberspace must be promoted. Respect for others, rejection
of cyberbullying, and responsible communication are fundamental values of a healthy
digital society.

Youth initiatives, volunteer programs, and online campaigns can also contribute to
raising awareness and promoting a culture of cybersecurity.

Preventive measures and solutions

Effective prevention of cybercrime requires a comprehensive approach. Families
should play an active role by guiding young people and discussing online risks openly.
Educational institutions must provide systematic training on cybersecurity and digital
ethics.

Governments and law enforcement agencies should strengthen legal frameworks,
improve cybercrime detection mechanisms, and cooperate internationally. At the same
time, youth-friendly awareness programs should be developed to engage young people
actively in prevention efforts.
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Creating safe digital platforms and encouraging positive online behavior will help
reduce cybercrime and build trust in the digital environment.

Conclusion

In conclusion, cybercrime is a complex challenge that directly affects young people
and society as a whole. However, youth are not only vulnerable users of digital technologies
but also powerful agents of change. By increasing digital literacy, legal awareness, and
ethical responsibility, young people can play a leading role in combating cybercrime.

The message “We, youth, are against cybercrime” represents a commitment to a safer,
more responsible digital future. Only through cooperation between youth, families,
educational institutions, and the state can a secure and sustainable digital society be
achieved.
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