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INTRODUCTION 

This report is about “How to motivate children when teaching vocabulary. As 

teachers we know that good communication is vital for successful learning, so it is not 

surprising that this is a worry for English language teachers across the world. 

Communication skills help children to understand and explain the world around them, 

share their ideas and feelings and make friends. Good language skills enable a child 

to reason and learn. They also help to develop a sense of self and the feeling of 

belonging to a group or community. 

The chosen article and time given 

I chose the article “Keeping them interested” by Lucia Maffione and it was offered 

to discuss me. I agreed that 3 days would be enough to get ready for the discussion. 

Key points of the article 

This article suggested elicitation, personalization, peer teaching, games and role 

plays are just some strategies to motivate the learners when we are using vocabulary 

teaching activities. Whilst these techniques cannot force the students to learn new 

words , they can at least ensure the learners’ willing participation in the learning 

process. 

How I felt about the article 

So I find this article very useful and interesting. It was full of advice and activities 

that leads one to read it thoroughly in order to keep it in mind during the discussion. I 

agreed on the time and place of the discussion. 

The following questions were introduced in order to analyze the article 

thoroughly: 

1. Do I find the article interesting? Why? 

2. What is elicitation, personalization , peer teaching, fun, different contexts? 
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3. How to motivate young learners to enrich their own vocabulary? 

4. What activity do like most? 

5. Are the activities suitable for a class of students with different learning styles? 

6. What activity is more effective or more practical to you and your students? 

Main issues raised in the discussion 

While discussing the article I agreed on the following points: 

• If we discover that there is a learner with speech and language difficulties in our 

class we might wonder how to help them to get the most from our lessons.  

• By understanding the different kinds of speech and language impairment and 

knowing some useful teaching strategies we can really make a difference to these 

learners and help them to experience enjoyable and successful learning. 

• Some learners have problems with the muscular movements needed to form 

words. They may have trouble producing certain sounds and simply leave them out, or 

substitute one sound for another. This can make them difficult to understand and 

result in delayed or unclear speech. 

• I also find it helpful to give students specific rules for how they are to talk to 

each other in group work - rules like 'everyone must share all their information' , 

'everyone must speak equally', 'everyone is responsible for good group work', 

'everyone must give reasons and explanations', 'everyone must ask for reasons and 

explanations' and so on. This method of explicit ground rules for group work has been 

very successful in British primary schools, where it has helped children learn to solve 

maths problems in groups - and researchers noted that not only did they solve the 

problems 'better', but the individual IQs of the children also went up! I'm not sure 

whether we are able to influence our students' IQs like this, but it certainly helped 

mixed nationality classes who appreciated having one set of rules that we all followed 

and were able to refer to. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, I want to tell you about my chosen task of discussion professional 

article very useful  for us , because like this articles we can motivate children’s 

knowledge by teaching vocabulary, grammar, writing, reading and etc. as a facilitator, 

I enjoyed and gained a lot of observing the process of discussing professional article. 

      In my opinion, to apply analyzing activities during group discussions gave a 

chance to students to feel free. They can think and have a talk with their own opinions. 

     The article is very useful it gave me good plans how can I organize my future 

lessons. I got information on setting and applying skills and encouraging learners to 

be participate actively. 

     I read Amy Lightfoot's article on ''Group discussion skills'' that was edited on 

17 June 2020. 

    There are complete lesson plans plus a little bit more background in this article 

in Humanising Language Teaching: 
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Let me know how you get on if you try this method! 

http://www.hltmag.co.uk/feb10/less.htm 
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