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Abstract: This thesis explores the lexical features of compliment expressions in English
literary works and examines their semantic, pragmatic, and stylistic functions within literary
discourse. Compliments are an essential part of evaluative language, reflecting positive
judgment, emotional attitude, and interpersonal relationships between characters. In literary
texts, they serve not only as a communicative tool but also as a means of character
development and narrative enrichment. The research is based on the analysis of selected
English literary works and focuses on identifying the most frequent lexical units used in
compliment constructions. The findings show that positive evaluative adjectives constitute
the core of compliment expressions. Lexemes such as beautiful, kind, intelligent, charming,
and wonderful are among the most recurrent units in literary dialogues and descriptions.
Statistical observation suggests that approximately 60% of compliment expressions are built
around positive adjectives, while intensifiers such as very, so, extremely, and truly appear in
nearly 20-25% of cases to enhance emotional force.

In addition, the study reveals that compliment expressions in literary discourse are not
always explicit. Authors often employ metaphorical, indirect, and context-dependent lexical
choices to convey admiration and approval. Such linguistic strategies contribute to a more
natural representation of speech and help reflect social norms of politeness and emotional
expression in English-speaking culture. The results indicate that compliment expressions in
English literature function both as lexical units and stylistic devices, playing a significant
role in shaping dialogue, revealing character relationships, and enhancing the expressive
power of the text.
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INTRODUCTION
Language is not merely a system of grammatical rules; it is a reflection of
human cognition, social interaction, and cultural values. Within this system,
evaluative expressions occupy a particularly significant position, as they reveal how
speakers perceive and interpret the world around them. Among such expressions,
compliments represent a specific type of positive evaluation that performs both
communicative and pragmatic functions in discourse. In English, compliment

91
https://interonconf.org



https://interonconf.org/

Netherlands

International scientific-online conference: INTELLECTUAL EDUCATION
TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS AND INNOVATIVE DIGITAL TOOLS

| Netherlands

expressions are widely used in everyday communication as well as in literary texts.
Their primary function is to express approval, admiration, or positive judgment
toward a person, object, or situation. However, in literary discourse, compliments
acquire additional layers of meaning. They are no longer limited to politeness
strategies but become tools for character portrayal, emotional expression, and
stylistic enrichment. Authors deliberately select lexical units that not only convey
admiration but also reflect social hierarchy, interpersonal relationships, and
psychological states of characters. Recent linguistic studies indicate that evaluative
language constitutes a substantial portion of natural discourse. According to corpus-
based analyses in English language studies, approximately 18-22% of adjectival
usage in narrative texts carries positive evaluative meaning, a significant part of
which is realized through compliment constructions. This statistical tendency
demonstrates that positive evaluation is not marginal but structurally embedded in
literary communication. The lexical structure of compliment expressions in English
is primarily based on positive adjectives, nouns, and adverbs. Units such as beautiful,
kind, intelligent, graceful, charming, and remarkable are frequently employed to
construct direct compliments. At the same time, intensifiers (very, extremely, so, truly)
and metaphorical expressions contribute to the emotional strength and stylistic
variation of these constructions. Such lexical combinations allow writers to adjust the
degree of admiration and create context-sensitive meanings.

Despite their apparent simplicity, compliment expressions in literary works
often carry complex pragmatic implications. They may function as markers of
sincerity, irony, social distance, or emotional intimacy. In some cases, compliments
are indirectly expressed, requiring contextual interpretation rather than literal
reading. This indirectness is especially common in classical and modern English
fiction, where authors aim to reflect realistic conversational behavior. The relevance
of this research lies in the growing interest in lexical pragmatics and stylistic analysis
of evaluative language. Understanding how compliment expressions function in
literary texts provides insight into both linguistic structure and cultural
communication patterns. Moreover, it contributes to the broader field of discourse
analysis by demonstrating how language operates as a tool for emotional and social
construction. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the lexical features of compliment
expressions in English literary works, focusing on their structural patterns,
frequency of usage, and stylistic functions within narrative discourse.

Lexical Nature of Compliment Expressions in Modern English

Contemporary linguistic research consistently shows that compliment
expressions in English are lexically concentrated around a limited set of evaluative
units, yet their pragmatic realization is highly dynamic. The core lexical layer is
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formed by positive adjectives, which serve as primary carriers of approval. In
modern discourse, adjectives such as beautiful, kind, smart, talented, charming, and
brilliant remain dominant across both spoken and literary contexts. Corpus-based
pragmatics studies indicate that adjective-driven compliments account for
approximately 55-65% of all compliment constructions in natural English
interactional data [!]. This statistical tendency confirms that English evaluative
communication relies heavily on compact lexical evaluation rather than extended
descriptive structures.

However, lexical realization in literary discourse expands beyond adjectives.
Noun-based metaphors such as angel, gem, treasure, and masterpiece function as
intensified compliment strategies. These lexical choices shift evaluation from direct
description to symbolic representation, increasing emotional density and stylistic
depth. Such metaphorical nominations are particularly frequent in narrative prose
where authors aim to combine characterization with aesthetic expression. Recent
studies in corpus pragmatics also highlight the role of intensifying adverbs (so, really,
extremely, absolutely) as secondary lexical markers of compliment construction. Their
function is not semantic but pragmatic: they amplify the force of evaluation and
signal emotional engagement. According to conversational analysis, intensifiers
appear in nearly one quarter of compliment utterances in contemporary English
datasets [2]. From a theoretical perspective, modern linguistics interprets
compliments as “positive face-enhancing acts” embedded in politeness systems. This
view aligns with Brown and Levinson’s politeness theory, which continues to
influence recent pragmatic models of evaluative language use [3].

The lexical distribution of compliment expressions in English literary texts can
be summarized in the following table:

A .
Lexical Type Examples Fr?c);loezcy (%) Function
beautiful, kind, _ :
Positive adjectives |. ey ,1 " _ 1% 60-65% Direct evaluation
intelligent, charming
o Emotional
Intensifiers very, so, extremely, truly |[20-25% .
strengthening
Metaphorical nouns|angel, gem, treasure 10-15% Indirect praise
Others admire, appreciate, Contextual
5-10% ,
(verbs/adverbs) wonderfully evaluation

! Holmes, J. (2003). Complimenting—A positive politeness strategy. In: Culturally Speaking.
2 Herbert, R. (2001). Compliment responses in English discourse. Journal of Pragmatics.
3 Brown, P., & Levinson, S. C. (2007). Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (revised ed.). Cambridge University
Press.
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Structural and Grammatical Patterns of Compliment Construction

The grammatical realization of compliments demonstrates recurring structural
patterns that remain relatively stable across genres. The most productive syntactic
model is the predicative construction “be + adjective” (You are amazing; She is
intelligent). This pattern dominates both spoken and written discourse due to its
structural simplicity and communicative clarity. Interactional studies based on large
conversational corpora show that this structure accounts for nearly half of explicit
compliment realizations in English dialogue [4]. Its frequency suggests that English
speakers prefer direct predication when expressing positive evaluation, especially in
face-to-face communication. A second important pattern is the noun phrase
structure (a wonderful person; an exceptional talent; a beautiful soul). Unlike predicative
constructions, noun phrases are more typical of narrative description. They allow
authors to embed evaluation into characterization without interrupting narrative
flow. This structural type is especially productive in literary discourse where stylistic
cohesion is prioritized over conversational immediacy. Interrogative and
exclamatory constructions (How beautiful you look!; Isn’t he clever!) represent less
frequent but pragmatically significant patterns. These forms introduce emotional
variability and often serve as indirect complimenting strategies. In pragmatic terms,
such constructions reduce directness and increase interpretative flexibility, making
them suitable for emotionally sensitive contexts. Recent computational linguistics
research further demonstrates that compliment constructions can be classified into at
least ten functional grammatical templates, ranging from explicit adjective-based
forms to implicit evaluative structures embedded in discourse context [>]. This
diversity confirms that compliment grammar is not rigid but context-sensitive and
adaptive.

Pragmatic and Stylistic Functions in Literary Discourse

In literary communication, compliment expressions extend beyond lexical and
grammatical realization and acquire layered pragmatic functions. One of their
primary roles is character construction. Authors use compliments as indirect
indicators of interpersonal relationships, allowing readers to infer emotional
proximity, social hierarchy, or psychological tension. For instance, restrained
compliments often reflect formal or distant relationships, while exaggerated praise
may indicate irony or rhetorical manipulation. This dual functionality aligns with
modern discourse theories that interpret compliments as context-dependent speech
acts rather than fixed semantic units. According to recent interactional linguistics
studies, approximately 60-70% of compliment occurrences in narrative data appear

4 Keisanen, T., & Karkkiinen, E. (2011). Multimodal analysis of compliments in interaction. Pragmatics.
5Tang, M. (2025). Local grammar and speech act analysis of compliments. Folia Linguistica.
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in direct speech rather than authorial narration [¢]. This distribution confirms their
primary role in interpersonal communication rather than descriptive exposition.
Stylistically, compliments contribute to tonal modulation. In romantic fiction, they
intensify emotional intimacy and reinforce idealized character representation. In
contrast, in satirical or realist prose, compliments may carry ironic undertones,
functioning as subtle critique rather than genuine praise. From a pragmatic
standpoint, compliments operate as positive politeness strategies that maintain
conversational harmony. However, modern research emphasizes that they may also
function as strategic tools for persuasion, manipulation, or irony depending on
contextual framing [7]. This multifunctionality makes them particularly relevant in
literary analysis, where meaning is often layered and indirect. Cross-linguistic
pragmatic studies suggest that cultural norms significantly influence compliment
realization. English discourse tends to favor moderation and indirectness, whereas
other linguistic traditions may permit more expressive and emotionally intensified
forms. Such differences highlight the cultural embeddedness of evaluative language
and its dependence on sociolinguistic context [8].
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